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(Editor's Note: The rankings are embargoed until12:01 a.m. (EST), on Friday, Aug. 22, when they 
are slated to appear on usnews.com.) 
UD NAMED ONE OF BEST CATHOLIC NATIONAL DOCTORAL UNIVERSITIES, 
ACCORDING TO NEW 'AMERICA'S BEST COLLEGES' 
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton ranks among the 10 best Catholic national 
doctoral universities in the nation, according to the new issue of "America's Best Colleges" from 
U.S. News and World Report. 
"We're pleased that we continue to be rated as one of the top Catholic doctoral universities 
in the country," said Daniel J. Curran, president. "Our strong retention and graduation rates reflect 
the quality of the UD educational experience. Our strong alumni giving rate reflects the continued 
loyalty of our graduates." 
Among the top 10 Catholic national doctoral universities, only the University of Notre 
Dame and Georgetown University boast higher participation than the University of Dayton's 27 
percent average alumni giving rate. With an 89 percent average freshman retention rate and a 76 
percent graduation rate in 2002, UD ties for fourth among this peer group. 
In all, the University of Dayton ranks in the top half of the country's 248 national doctoral 
universities. UD ties for 107 on the list and places in the second tier. This is the second year that 
UD has been ranked among these peer schools, which offer a wide range of undergraduate majors 
as well as master's and doctoral degrees. Many of the schools strongly emphasize research. 
Criteria used in the rankings include peer assessment, graduation and retention ranks, 
faculty resources, student selectivity, financial resources and alumni giving rates. UD officials urge 
prospective students to use ratings to narrow their choices, but highly recommend that they visit 
campus before making a final selection. 
This is the third college guide that featured UD this month. UD was named one of the top 
"schools with the most beautiful campus in an urban setting" in the 2004 The Unofficial, Unbiased 
Guide to the 328 Most Interesting Colleges from Kaplan Publishing. The Princeton Review included 
the University of Dayton in its 2004 guide, The Best 351 Colleges, and named it "one of the best in 
the Midwest. " UD is -9ne of 150 schools profiled in the first edition of The Best Midwestern Colleges. 
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